
THE SITUATION OF  
CHILDREN IN TURKEY
BRIEF OVERVIEW AND KEY FACTS

DEMOGRAPHY AND POPULATION

Population of  Turkey, 2020

Population of registered refugees1 in Turkey, June 2021

Source: DGMM

1	 In this document, the term “refugee” refers to international protection applicants, international protection status holders (refugees, conditional refugees 
and subsidiary protection status holders) and temporary protection beneficiaries as per the Turkish Law on Foreigners and International Protection 
(2013).

Note: The figures in the document are given for Turkey population unless otherwise indicated.
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Turkey has a high percentage of child and youth population, and has assigned priority 
to policies aimed at assuring their wellbeing and supporting youth’s transition to work 
as a well-equipped and productive generation.
Source: 11th Development Plan, Point 152, Government of Turkey

Source: TurkStatSource: TurkStat
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A youth population (15–24 years) of 12.9 million makes up 15.4%
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A youth population of registered Syrian refugees  
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Turkey has a high percentage of child and youth population, and has assigned priority to policies aimed at assuring their wellbeing and 
supporting youth’s transition to work as a well-equipped and productive generation.
Source: 11th Development Plan, Point 152, Government of Turkey

DEMOGRAPHY AND POPULATION

Number of registered Syrian refugees (in thousands)

Distribution of registered Syrian refugees by 
province, June 2021
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Asylum seekers, April 2021

Source: UNHCR

8% 
from Islamic 
Republic of Iran

53% 
from Iraq

35% from 
Afghanistan

4% from 
other coutries

320 
thousand

There are close to 
320 thousand non-Syrian 
asylum seekers and 
refugees under international 
protection currently 
residing in Turkey.
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1.6%

The vast majority of registered Syrian 
refugees live outside temporary 
accommodation centres, and are 
primarily concentrated in the South 
East and in large metropolitan areas.

Percentage of child population out of total 
population by province, 2020

Around 57 thousand (1.6%)  
of registered Syrian 
refugees live in temporary 
accommodation centres.

9.5% 1.9%

67.7% 57.6%

15.5% 26.8%

7.3% 13.7%
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The lowest 
percentage 
of child 
population is  
in Tunceli 17.4%

The second 
lowest 
percentage of 
child population 
is in Edirne 18.1%

The highest 
percentage of 
child population 
is in Şanlıurfa 
45.3%

The second 
highest 
percentage of 
child population 
is in Şırnak 42.9%

≤ 20.0 20.1–30.0 30.1–40.0 ≥ 40.1

Source: DGMM

Source: TurkStat, DGMM
Turkey: 27.2%

Source: IOM Turkey, March 2021
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Source: TurkStat



HEALTH & NUTRITION

2	 TDHS, 2018
3  MoH, 2019
4  MoH, 2020
5	 The statistics on disability have been produced based on answers by the respondents of the household survey.

Infant and under five mortality rate per 
1,000 live births, 2009–2019

Nutrition status of children 
under 5 years old, 2018

Stunted (low 
height-for-age)

Overweight 
(high weight-
for-height)

Turkish children

Syrian refugee childrenSource: TDHS
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10.4%
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Source: TurkStat

27 per 1,000
live births Under five 

mortality rate for 
Syrian refugees2

22 per 1,000
live births Infant 
mortality rate for 
Syrian refugees2
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97% of Turkish3 and 93.4% of Syrian mothers2 
gave births in health facilities

98.4% of Turkish4 and 82.7% of Syrian children4 
aged 0-11 months were given pentavalent vaccine

95.5% of Turkish2 and 89.4% of Syrian 
mothers2 had a postnatal check-up within  
the first 41 days after giving birth

While a range of support and services is increasingly available, persons with disabilities, 
including children, face significant obstacles due to issues related to identification, physical 
access, quality and availability of support and services, and social attitudes and behaviours.
Source: Turkey-UNICEF Country Programme Document 2021-2025

Children with 
disabilities5  
(age 2–14) 
(%), 2019

Source: TurkStat

FemaleTotal

Percentage of children with a functional difficulty in at least one domain: having difficulty 
in seeing, hearing, walking, learning, speaking

4.9% 5.1% 4.8%

Male FemaleTotal

3.9% 4.0% 3.7%

Male FemaleTotal

5.3% 5.4% 5.1%

Male

Age 5-14Age 2-4Total (Age 2-14)



In early child development (ECD), 73.7% of 3–4-year old children 
are developmentally on track in at least three of the domains: 
literacy and numeracy, physical, socio-emotional and learning.

Parental interaction with children in Turkey, 2018

Percentage of children living in households that have 3 or more children’s books, 2018

Inadequate supervision, 2018

by regions by wealth quantile (Turkey)

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

74%

A
B C

Source: TDHS

Source: TDHS

Percentage of children with 
whom mothers engage in 

four or more activities

Percentage of children with 
whom fathers engage in 
four or more activities

Percentage of children with whom  
an adult household member engages  

in four or more activities

Turkey

Turkey

Syrian refugeesTurkey

Syrian refugees

49% 15.8% 15.7% 3.2% 65.2% 25.2%
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≤ 15% 15–25% 25–35% ≥ 35.1%

41.4%

68.3%

26.4%29.2%
13.5%

6.3%

Lowest Second Middle

Children under age 
5 left alone in the 

past week

Children under 
age 5 left with 

inadequate 
supervision in the 

past week

Children under age 
5 left under the 

supervision of another 
child younger than 10 

years of age in the  
past week

Fourth Highest

Source: TDHS Source: TDHS

by rural/urban by gender

Rural
Male

Urban

Female

Total Total

15.3%

Syrian refugees Turkey

29.2% 3.2%

4.1%

6.4%

30.5%

27.9%

1.9%
3.8%

2.4%

5.3%

2.4%

1.5%

29.2%

33.8%

Source: TDHS



EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

BoysTotal Girls

75.1%75.5%74.7%

13.4%13.3% 13.2%

33.4% 33.4%33.4%
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Source: MoNE
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Net enrollment rate (%) by province in 2019/’20

Pre-school (Age 3-5)

Net enrollment rate (%) by age 
groups in 2019/’20

Pre-primary (Age 5)

The highest  
Pre-school (age 
3–5) NER is in 
Erzincan 60.7%

The highest  
Pre-primary  
(age 5) NER is in 
Erzincan 94.9% 

Turkey: 41.8%

Turkey: 71.2%

The lowest  
Pre-school (age 
3–5) NER is in 
Şanlıurfa 29.5%

The lowest  
Pre-primary 
(age 5) NER is in 
Şanlıurfa 54.4%

27.3%  
of Syrian refugee children  

are enrolled in pre-primary 
education (age 5).

Source: MoNE, March 2021

Age 3 Age 4 Age 5

In the field of early childhood education, age 5 will be included in the scope of 
compulsory education; and alternative early childhood education models will be 
created with flexible timing conditions; and the additional classrooms needed  
for this purpose will be constructed.
Source: 11th National Development Plan, Point 548.1, Government of Turkey 

Although preschool is free and mandatory for children with disabilities, they 
represent only 0.3 per cent of all children enrolled.
Source: Turkey-UNICEF Country Programme Document 2021-2025

Source: MoNE 



50–60 60–70 70–80 80–90 90+

Pre-school (Age 3–5)  Primary  Lower-secondary Upper-secondary

95.9% 85.0%93.6%41.8%

EDUCATION

Net enrollment rate (%) by province  
in 2019/’20

Upper-secondary

Boys

Boys

Girls

Girls

42.1%

93.7% 95.7%

85.2%

41.4%

93.5% 96.1%

84.9%

Source: MoNE

Gross enrollment rate of Syrian refugee 
children (%), March 2021

Source: MoNE

Source: MoNE

Source: MoNE

Pre-primary 
(Age 5)

Primary Lower- 
secondary

Upper- 
secondary

27.3%

79.9% 78.7%

40.1%

64.7% 63.1% 66.3%
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The highest  
Upper Secondary 
NER is in Rize 100%

The lowest  
Upper Secondary 
NER is in Muş 56.4%

2020/’21 Education Year

More than 400,000 Syrian refugee children 
are estimated to be out of school

Turkey: 85%

A high quality system of education 
is key to the capacity of our 
country to reach its goals.
Source: MoNE Education Vision 2023

by school 
level

by gender

Net enrollment rate by level (%) 
in 2019/’20

Number of participants of non-formal 
education institutions in 2019/’20 
(all age groups)

10,958,359

Total

Source: MoNE

5,048,479

Male

5,909,880

Female



PISA 2018 scores in mathematics  
by province

Source: OECD

Source: TurkStat

400–424 425–450 451–475 475+

Education quality
PISA 2018 findings showed that among 15-year-olds,

had developed basic 
reading skills

had developed basic 
science skills

had developed basic 
mathematics skills (Level 2)

Not in employment, education or training 
(age 15–19) (NEET) rate, 2020

75% 63%74%

Male

Female

Total
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EDUCATION

16.2%

19.7%

23.5%

Turkey: 454

Approximately 13.9% 
of children in grade 3 
(an estimated 175,000 
children) lack basic literacy 
and numeracy skills.
Source: MoNE, 2019/’20

In PISA 2018, out of 79 countries, 15-year-olds 
from Turkey ranked number 40 in reading,  

39 in science and 42 in mathematics.
Source: OECD

In TIMSS 2019, on Grade 4 level, Turkey ranked 
number 23 in mathematics and 19 in science 
out of 58 countries. On Grade 8 level, Turkey 
ranked number 20 in mathematics and 
15 in science out of 39 countries.

Source: MoNE, TIMSS

Mathematics Science Mathematics Science

TIMSS 2019 Turkey average scores by sex

Grade 4 Grade 8

Male Female
521525 524529

520
510

501
490

Despite the progress achieved in access to 
education in all levels, it is still important to increase 
access to pre-school education and reduce the 
dropout rate in secondary education.
Source: 11th National Development Plan, Point 150, Government of Turkey



CHILD WELLBEING: SOCIAL PROTECTION & CHILD PROTECTION
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Poverty and deprivation

Child poverty rate6 (%)

Overall poverty rate6 (%)

Source: TurkStat Source: UNICEF
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21.3
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21.9
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3,9 million beneficiaries have benefited from 
Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) for Education, 
Health and Pregnancy assistances in 2019. 
As of July 2020, 554,921 refugee children 
benefited at least one payment of CCT for 
education in 2019/’20 education year.

In 2019, 720,000 children (71% boys and 
29% girls) were engaged in economic 
activities. Of these, 20% were younger 
than 15 years old.

49.4% out of 212,000 working girls 
(age 5-17) were involved in services.

43.9% out of 508,000 working boys 
(age 5-17) were involved in services followed 
by agriculture (28.2%) and industry (27.8%).

Children living in poor families grow up deprived of many social opportunities. 
In 2017, the rate of poverty among children (…) was 30.2%.
Source: Annual Programme of the Presidency, 2019

6	 Calculated according to poverty threshold set at 60% of median equivalized household disposable income.
7	 The rate has been calculated for age group 5–17. No data on refugee children is available.

Engagement in economic activities 
is believed to be widespread among 
refugees, particularly adolescent 
boys, although data are lacking. 
Poverty, informal employment, 
limited access to social protection 
and insufficient regulation of certain 
sectors are the main drivers.
Source: Turkey-UNICEF Country Programme 
Document 2021-2025 

Efforts will be made to combat 
child labour particularly in the 
streets, in heavy and dangerous 
jobs, and paid, mobile and 
temporary agricultural jobs 
other than family works. Public 
awareness on combating child 
labour will be raised.
Source: 11th National Development Plan,  
Point 609-609.1, Government of Turkey 

Source: TurkStat

In 2020, the rate of severely materially 
deprived children is 34.0%

Child labour rate (%), 2019

4.4%

Source: TurkStat7

Total

6.0%

Boys

2.6%

Girls

Birth registration of children under age 5 (%), 2018

98.4% � Turkey 79.1% � Syrian refugees

Source: TDHS

Source: TurkStat



Turkey has a high percentage of child and youth population, and has assigned priority to policies aimed at assuring their wellbeing and 
supporting youth’s transition to work as a well-equipped and productive generation.
Source: 11th Development Plan, Point 152, Government of Turkey
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8.5% or 13,867
were in residential care

4.4% or 7,259 
were in foster care

10.6% or 17,403 
were adopted

76.5% or 125,258 
remained in their 

families who received 
Social and Economic 

Support Services (SED)

Number of children under protection of MoFSS, by type of service, 2013–2019
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Adoption Residential careFoster care
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Total

163,787

140,731

102,434

70,173

5,642
3,797

2,776

14,18912,27711,605

16,17114,51512,822

104,729

71,845

42,970

Source: MoFSS

Source: MoFSS

11.3% 
in child support  
centres

44.2% 
in child home sites

44.5%  
in children’s homes

Children in residential 
care by type, 2019

2013 2015 2017 2019

7,259

17,403

125,258

13,867

8–10%  
of 12 to 18 year-olds 

reported experiencing 
physical violence at least 

once at school, at home or 
on the street.

32.6% of parents 
responded that they slap 

their children

20.7% of parents 
responded that they beat 

their children as 
common disciplinary 

measure.

Almost 9% of Turkish 

15 year-olds were 
bullied frequently in 
school (in any way). This 
percentage is similar to 

the OECD average.

Source: MoFSS 
Adolescent Profile Survey, 2013

Source: TurkStat 
Family Structure Survey, 2016

Source: TurkStat 
Family Structure Survey, 2016

Source: PISA, 2018

There is limited availability of specialized foster parenting for refugee children, children with disabilities 
and other children with specific needs, and an effective legal guardianship system, a best interest 
determination mechanism, and alternatives to residential care for unaccompanied children and  
options for children with their detained families during irregular migration remain areas of concern. 
Source: Turkey-UNICEF Country Programme Document 2021-2025+

Around 164,000 children were provided services under MoFSS protection in 2019
Out of these children:
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Number of children aged 16-17 officially 
married, 2007–2019

Source: TukStat
Note: Only officially registered marriages covered in the statistics. 

The number of girls married aged 16–17 
years decreased consistently from 2010 
when it was 46 thousand girls to 
13 thousand girls in 2020.

Proportion of women aged 20–24 years  
who were married or in a union before  
age 15 and 18, 2018

CHILD MARRIAGE

In order to prevent violence against women, forced marriage at young ages and 
all types of abuse, public awarenessraising efforts will be given impetus, and the 
efficiency and capacity of protective and preventive services will be enhanced.
Source: 11th National Development Plan, Point 602, Government of Turkey

Source: TDHS

Source: Calculated based on TurkStat data
Note: Only officially registered marriages covered in the statistics.

Before age 15

Before age 18

Turkish girls

Turkish girls

Syrian refugee girls 

Syrian refugee girls 

2.0%

14.7%

9.2%

44.8%

31,445 children were 
victims of sexual offence. 
26,842 (85.4%) of these 
children were girls.
Source: TurkStat, 2019

≤ 0.70 1.51–2.30 ≥ 3.11

Proportion of girls who got officially 
married in the age group of 16-17, 2020

Turkey: 1.1%

The lowest proportion 
of girls got married in 
age group of 16-17 is in 
Tunceli 0.0% 

The highest proportion 
of girls got married in 
age group of 16-17 is in 
Kilis 3.6% 

45,738
2010

37,481
2013

27,637
2016

17,058
2019 13,014

2020

Source: Turkey-UNICEF Country Programme 
Document 2021-2025  

Despite legal safeguards and 
increased efforts, girls face 
challenges stemming from 
gender inequality, including 
child marriage and insufficient 
readiness for participation in 
adult economic and social life.

0.71–1.50 2.31–3.10

2,000
2010

1,866
2013

1,319
2016

940
2019

726
2020

CHILD WELLBEING: SOCIAL PROTECTION & CHILD PROTECTION
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JUSTICE FOR CHILDREN

46.1% 38.2%

61.2%
Victim Victim

Victim

32.9% 41.2%

17.2%

Offence Offence

Offence

15.1%

14.5% 16.2%
Witness

Witness Witness

3.4%

2.9% 4.3%

Lost (Found)

Lost (Found) Lost (Found)

2.3%

3.0% 0.9%

Misdemeanour

Misdemeanour Misdemeanour0.2%
Other

Source: TurkStat, Turkish National Police, Gendarmerie General Command

Source: TurkStat, Directorate General of Security, General Command of Gendarmerie

Reason for reception of children into security units, 2019

Number of children received into security units by  
age group and gender, 2019

0.2% 0.2%
Other Other

MaleTotal Female

Source: Turkey-UNICEF Country Programme Document 2021-2025

Every year over 300,000 children are in contact with the law, 
with approximately 30 per cent as suspected offenders. In 2018, 
approximately 3,000 children were under pre/post-trial detention.

The child offenders in criminal courts, 
2020

Under age 11

52,379 
Female

Age 12–14

45,433 
Female

Age 15–17

79,228 
Female

7,143
Source: Ministry of Justice, General Directorate of Prisons and 
Detention Houses

Source: Ministry of Justice, General Directorate of Criminal Records 
and Statistics

1,640

Number of children 
under probation, 

April 2021

Number of children (age group 
12-18) under pre-trial and post trial 

detention, June 2021

8	 Convictions include the punishment, judicial fines, postponement, security precautions and other convictions imposed on the defendants.

73,743 
Male

83,254 
Male

177,105 
Male

Children under probation and pre/post-trial 
detention

CHILD WELLBEING: SOCIAL PROTECTION & CHILD PROTECTION

In 2019, of all  
children received  
into security units, 
65.4% were male, 
50.1% were in the  
15-17 age group. 
Source: TurkStat

In 2020, the number 
of children whose 
custody status 
changed due to 
divorce cases was 
124,742.
Source: TurkStat

Number of 
judgements 
of acquittal

Number of children 
who were brought to 
courts for allegedly 
committing a crime

Number of 
judgements 

of conviction8

24,32199,919 52,505



Acronyms

DGMM 	 Directorate General of Migration Management

IOM 		  International Organization for Migration

MoFSS 	 Ministry of Family and Social Services

MoH		  Ministry of Health

MoNE 		 Ministry of National Education

TDHS 		  Turkey Demographic and Health Survey

TurkStat	 Turkish Statistical Institute

UNHCR	 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
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